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edies as will give tone to the nerve structures implicated 
and thus lessen their instability will be beneficial, espe 
cially arsenic and strychnine. There is a close analogy 
between angina and asthma. But strychnine possesses 
equally an elective affinity for the vasomotor and cardiac 
centres of the medulla and its beneficial action in angina 
is explicable in a precisely similar manner as its action 
in asthma. When the persistent high tension may be 
regarded as conservative, strychnine, and even digitalis 
will, by giving tone to the nerve centres, aid the heart 
and neuro-vascular mechanism to perform the task of 
maintaining arterial tension. In the majority of grave 
cases of angina, the attacks can only be warded off by 
the continuous exhibition of the nitro-glycerin class of 
remedies. But it is possible that the too frequent resort 
to drugs which render futile any physiological effort to 
raise the arterial tension, may result in increasing the 
malady. These remarks apply especially to renal 
affections, but the principal holds good also in the earlier 
cases of angina pectoris. As we now regard cardiac 
hypertrophy as a friend rather than a foe, may we not 
also regard arterial high tension in a friendly light. In 
reference to angina, this can only apply in a limited 
sense, but there are very few cases where nerve tonics 
are not in the long run more beneficial than nerve seda¬ 
tives. 

On the Sensory Tracts in the Spinal Cord .— 
By Prof. W. von Bechterew (Neurolog. Centrbl., No. 
18, 1894). Experiments performed by Dr. F. Holzinger 
on dogs in the laboratory of Prof. v. B. gave the follow¬ 
ing results as regards sensation : Sections of the lateral 
portions of the cord in the dorsal region produced a bi¬ 
lateral hypaesthesia in the parts below the sections, 
which disappeared in the course of a few days. 

Section of the posterior columns, gray substance and 
anterior columns were not followed by analgesia; a 
negative result was also obtained after section of the 
anterior columns and horns and of the anterior portions 
of the lateral tracts. 

Isolated sections of the layers bordering on the horns 
also gave negative results. 

Complete analgesia was only produced by section of 
lateral columns, or of the posterior parts of the cord, the 
division extending somewhat anterior to the pyramidal 
tracts. 

In those experiments which involved section of the 
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posterior columns, anaesthesia of the touch and the mus¬ 
cular senses were also produced, as well as ataxia. 

P. M. 

Dr. H. Gvadle, in an article on “ The Cause and Treat¬ 
ment of Migraine" (. Med. Mod., May 19, 1894) is of the 
opinion that astigmatismus is the most frequent cause of 
migraine, as is found in half the cases. After astigma¬ 
tismus, hypermetropia, affections of the nose, and intes¬ 
tinal catarrh are referred to as rarer causative factors. 
The treatment must be directed towards the cause. G. 
recommends cannabis indica as being a genuine anti¬ 
migraine drug. R. K. M, 

The Significance of Frenkel’s Method in the 
Treatment of Tabes Dorsalis. —By Prof. W. von 
Bechterew (Neurolog. Central bl., No. 18, 1894). In 
nearly all of the cases treated according to this method 
a greater or less improvement in the gait was manifest. 
In some of the cases the results were positively brilliant. 
The results permit of the following conclusions: 1, that 
the atactic motor disturbances in tabes may be materially 
improved by Frenkel’s method. 2. That sensible gym¬ 
nastics improve and restore the muscular strength in 
the affected extremities. 3. That the exercises improve 
the co-ordination ; and 4, that self-confidence, the absence 
of which often aggravates the disease, is aroused. In 
addition, it was observed that the muscular sense and 
Romberg’s symptom were improved, while the Argyl- 
Robertson and Westphal phenomena remained unaf¬ 
fected. P. M. 

Dr. G. M. Pierson in an article on “ The Relations 
of Syphilis and Paresis ” ( Centralbl.f. Nervenheilk. u. Psych. 
June, 1894), gives the following data: Total number of 
cases 126. Of 119 males, 72 (6o£$) were undoubtedly, 

16 (30$) probably syphilitic; together, 88 (73$). Of 

17 females, 3 (43$) were doubtlessly, and 2 (28.5$) were 

probably syphilitic. R. K. M. 

In an Article on Neurasthenia and Degen¬ 
eration, —Dr. P. Kovalewskv {Bull, de la Soc. de Mdd. 
de Belgique , September, 1893) defines neurasthenia as 
a condition of irritability of the functions of the nerv¬ 
ous system, and distinguishes two classes : (1) Neuras¬ 
thenia of the intellectual sphere, and (2), neurasthenia 
of the sentiments and passions. These two varieties 
may often be combined. Neurasthenia may heal, or de¬ 
generate into some other mental or nervous affection. 



